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    Overview
            
            The Financial Aid Office makes college education possible. We provide all financial information, services, aids, and resources for eligible students seeking an undergraduate or graduate degree from Gallaudet.

To do this, we offer as many opportunities for financial assistance as possible.
	Internal financial resources, such as university and endowment funds
	Both federal and state government funding
	Private agencies or organizations
	Both on- and off-campus employment opportunities


We also work with the student’s family, the state Vocational Rehabilitation office, and other available sources, to support the student in achieving the degree they want from Gallaudet.        

    



				
				

				
				




				
				




				
				


    Programs

    
        
    

        
            
                DE & PKZ Sororities Woman Scholarship Fund
            

        
        This scholarship endowed by the alumni organizations of the DE & PKZ sororities seek to empower and support single mothers with who are full-time students at Gallaudet University. Criteria for applying include: Full custody of children Full time student Submission of rental agreement/lease Letter of...


    



    

        
            
                Merit-based Scholarship Awards
            

        
        Gallaudet University awards merit-based scholarships to students who are U.S. citizens or permanent residents, and whose scholastic and personal achievements are exemplary. You will automatically be considered for merit-based scholarships at the time of your admission. To be considered for the President's Distinguished Honors Scholarship...
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        Information

        
                            
                                                            Guidelines
                                                            Resources
                                    

                    
        
                                    
                

                                                        
                        Financial Aid Goals

                        Our core goals are to: Establish essential manual and automated processes to support awarding financial aid in a timely manner. Establish regular communication flow between the Financial Aid Office (FAO), the students, and parents. Maintain a flexible, open-door operation for students who need adjustments to...

                        More 
                    

                        


                                    
                        Guide to FAFSA Verification

                        Every academic year, students and their families apply for financial aid by submitting a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to help meet college expenses. This information is sent to the United States Department of Education. The U.S. Department of Education selects some FAFSA's...

                        More 
                    

                        


                                    
                        How Your Eligibility for Financial Aid is Determined

                        Eligibility criteria for Federal financial aid are determined by the US Department of Education. Click here for a detailed list of criteria required to qualify for Federal financial aid. In order to establish eligibility for Title IV programs, such as Federal Pell Grant, Federal College...

                        More 
                    

                        


                                    
                        Academic Standards for Financial Aid

                        In order to be eligible for financial aid, students must be making Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) toward their degrees. This page describes the standards which Gallaudet students must meet in order to receive federal financial aid (Pell Grant, SEOG, Stafford Loans, PLUS Loans, Perkins Loans,...

                        More 
                    

                        


                                    
                        Summer Aid

                        Some limited financial aid is available for summer school, which is considered to be the "last" semester of the award year for financial aid. Students who desire to apply for summer school aid must complete the Summer Institutional Financial Aid Application (Summer IFAA), available in...
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                        Financial Aid for Current Students

                        The Financial Aid Office at Gallaudet University strives to assist students and their families so that any qualifying student who desires to pursue a higher education degree can do so. Each student's situation is unique. To better identify your specific financial needs, all applicants are...
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                        Financial Aid Important Dates

                        It is important to remember that you should not wait before applying for financial aid. If you are applying to attend Gallaudet in the Fall term, complete the 2022-2023 FAFSA. May 1 Priority Deadline: The Gallaudet University Financial Aid Office must receive a valid FAFSA...
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                        Parent Guide to Student Financial Aid

                        Many Gallaudet University parents are actively involved in their children's lives, especially when it involves college finances. We send most of our correspondence regarding students' financial aid directly to students via email. To help you be informed about financial aid, we offer this page of...
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                        Financial Aid for Prospective Students

                        The Financial Aid Office at Gallaudet University strives to assist students and their families so that any qualifying student who desires to pursue a higher education degree can do so. Each student's situation is unique. To better identify your specific financial needs, all applicants are...
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                        General Financial Aid Information

                        Award Packaging The underlying assumption in all federal and institutional financial aid programs is that the primary responsibility for meeting the costs of education resides with parent(s) and students. With that understanding, the Financial Aid Office makes every effort to see that a reasonable proportion...
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                        Types of Financial Aid

                        At Gallaudet University, we recognize the importance of a quality education and are dedicated to helping you achieve your goal of earning a college degree. We provide financial aid including scholarships, federal and non-federal student loans, work-study programs, grants, and funding from home-state Vocational Rehabilitation...
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                        Discover College and Careers justification letter

                        Discover College and Careers Gallaudet University June 20-27, 2023  Dear Rehabilitation Counselor for the Deaf/Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor: Every summer, Gallaudet University, through its Youth Programs office, hosts several camp programs for deaf, and hard of hearing youth. This year’s camps are scheduled for June 20-27,2023...
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                        Student Rights & Responsibilities

                        You have the right to: Know what financial aid is available to you, including all federal, state, and institutional assistance. Know the deadlines, selection criteria, terms, policies, procedures, and regulations that apply to each of the programs. Know how your financial need was determined and...
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                        Forms, Applications, and Other Useful Links

                        FAFSA(Free Application for Federal Student Aid)* If you cannot complete the FAFSA online, you may print, complete and mail a PDF copy of the FAFSA. The PDF FAFSA can be found here. If you need access to hard copy from Gallaudet University, click here. DE...
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                        VR Justification Document

                        Question: My job as a Vocational Rehabilitation counselor is to assist clients in getting the training and tools they need to get employment. How does Gallaudet help a student get a job better than a local school does? Answer: In addition to direct communication, Gallaudet...
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        FAQs

        Vocational Rehabilitation
                                
                    
                    
                        
                            What must I do to keep my VR services?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            The Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) that you and your VR counselor develop will include steps for reviewing your progress toward your career goals each semester. VR needs to see that you have a college academic plan that is clearly connected to your career goals, and that you are maintaining good academic standing. You must work with your Gallaudet academic advisor to ensure you stay on track to graduate. And you and your academic advisor must work with the Career Center to ensure you are seeking internships and other practical experiences that will prepare you to find a job in your field after graduation.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            What situations require that I contact my VR counselor?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Contact your VR counselor before you drop a class, withdraw from a class, change your major or make other important decisions that affect your educational program.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            What is VR?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            VR is a federally funded state program designed to help state residents who meet specific requirements and have disabilities get the training and education necessary to secure employment. Many deaf and hard of hearing Gallaudet students receive funding from their state VR agencies. This includes help with tuition, books, technological aids and other items.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            How do I apply?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Contact your state VR agency to request assistance. A VR counselor will be assigned to you to determine if you are eligible for services. If you are eligible, he or she will work with you to help you plan and finance a college education related to your career goals.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            When should I apply?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Ideally, you should contact VR during your junior year of high school or earlier. You must allow enough time to meet with your VR counselor and establish your career goals and Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) before entering college.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            What if my VR counselor says VR will only pay for community college?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            If your local community college does not provide the necessary courses or support services for you to achieve your career goal, you may request that VR pay for Gallaudet. Contact us for facts that may help in your request. If you do not agree with the decision, you have the right to request a review from your VR agency.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            Can my parents attend meetings with my VR counselor?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Yes. It is important to have them participate in the VR process with you in the beginning, especially if you are under age 18.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            Do I still need to apply for financial aid if I am receiving VR?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Yes. Vocational Rehabilitation requires that students complete the financial aid process in addition to the VR process. VR often covers only a portion of your college expenses, not all of them.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            How do I work with my VR counselor throughout high school and college?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Here are some tips for establishing a strong relationship with your VR counselor.
	Discuss your expectations and goals. Decide how and when you will communicate with each other. Make sure to get a copy of your Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE).
	Get a copy of your VR authorizations, if possible. These are your evidence that your VR agency has agreed to support your education at Gallaudet and will help you with your financial planning.
	Keep a personal file for all your VR paperwork. This includes agreements, copies of authorizations, financial aid awards (grants, scholarships and loans) and personal budget plans. Plan in advance and refer to your file periodically to ensure your expenses are always covered.
	Keep your VR counselor up-to-date. Show that you are following your IPE. Send copies of your class schedules, grades and university bills to VR as soon as you get them. Meet in person at least once a year.



                        

                    

                

                                Services and Support
                                
                    
                    
                        
                            I completed my FAFSA already, so you should be able to find all my information on the FAFSA.

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            You will still need to submit additional items, even if you have completed your FAFSA. This is how you were chosen for verification. Your FAFSA was submitted to The U.S. Department of Education, which, in turn, selected you for verification based on your FAFSA. We need you to submit documents separate from your FAFSA, so that you can complete verification. Please respond to the email that the Financial Aid Office sent you regarding the documents needed from you.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            I received a verification email from the Financial Aid. How do I follow the instructions?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                        Students will be asked to submit several documents as part of verification. Please read the email you received from the Financial Aid Office carefully for a list of items you need to submit. You will be asked to complete and submit a worksheet. The email will let you know which worksheet we need from the items below: 
Verification Category and Required Documentation (FAFSA 2024-2025)

V1:Dependent Standard Verification OR Independent Standard Verification

V4: Dependent Custom Verification OR Independent Custom Verification

V5: Dependent Aggregate Verification OR Independent Aggregate Verification

If you are looking for a verification worksheet, please email financial aid, and we will send you an email attachment of the correct worksheet you need to complete for verification. 


                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            How do I obtain the documents that i have been asked to submit for FAFSA verification?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            We prefer using the Data Retrieval Tool provided by IRS for obtaining the documents required to be submitted for FAFSA verification. This option is recommended by Gallaudet University and provides you with the fastest, easiest, and most secure way to verify your tax data.
Not all tax files can use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. To use the IRS Data Retrieval Option, you must:

	Have a federal tax return filed with the IRS.
	Have a valid social security number.
	Have a Federal Aid Personal Identification Number (PIN)



You will not be able to use the IRS Data Retrieval Option if:
	Your marital status changes after December 31 of the same tax year
	You filed as “Married Filing Separately.”
	You filed an amended tax return.
	You filed a foreign tax return.
	You filed your taxes within the last eight weeks and submitted it by mail
	You filed your taxes within the past three weeks and submitted it electronically.



                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            How do I Obtain a Tax Return Transcript?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            There are several ways to obtain a tax transcript:

	Order a copy online at https://www.IRS.gov/Individuals/Get-Transcript (This will take approximately two weeks to arrive at the home address you used on your tax return).
	Go to any IRS Office and ask them to give you an official, computer-generated copy of your return transcript. (You will receive a copy the same day you go to the IRS Office.)
	Call the IRS at 1-800-908-9946 (This will take approximately two weeks to arrive at the home address you used on your tax return.)


Important Note: Do not ask the IRS to send the tax transcript/non-filing statement directly to the Financial Aid Office as we will shred it. Please send the tax transcript/non-filing statement to your mailing address, and then submit it to the Financial Aid Office.

Please note that we cannot accept a Tax Account Transcript. This form has limited information on it, and we will ask you to request the correct return transcript documentation. 

Tax Account Transcript: Incorrect document
Return Transcript: Correct document

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            How do I submit my documents to the Financial Aid Office?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Please submit verification worksheets and Tax Return Transcripts to the Financial Aid Office using one of the following methods:

	Fax- 202-651-5740 (V1 only)
	Email attachment to financial aid (V1 only)
	Drop Off: Chapel Hall, Room G-02
	Mail: Gallaudet University Office of Financial Aid800 Florida Avenue NEWashington DC 20002


Keep copies of any documents you send to the Financial Aid Office. 
Important Notes:

	Once verification begins, you may be asked to submit additional documentation. If we need additional documentation, we will let you know via your Gallaudet email. 
	Keep copies of everything you send us, including worksheets and tax documents.



                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            I have VR support. Do I still need to complete verification?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Yes! All students selected for verification must complete it if they want financial aid, including VR.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            I don’t live with my parents, and they don’t support me. Do I have to include them on my FAFSA and verification?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            If you are under the age of 24 and single, you are required to include your parent(s) tax information on your FAFSA. To help determine if you are a dependent or independent student, review this link: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            The Financial Aid Office will complete verification for me. Does that mean I don’t have to do anything?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            That is not true and could even be the worst thing you do! By ignoring emails from the Financial Aid Office and not submitting requested documents, there is no way for the Financial Aid Office to complete verification. If you choose to do this, financial aid will not be released to you, so it is very important that you provide the requested verification documents.

                        

                    

                

                                Common Questions
                                
                    
                    
                        
                            I submitted my verification documents. Will my financial aid be added to my account as soon as I submit the documents?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Once all the required documents have been submitted, the Financial Aid Office will review and compare the verification data with the information reported on our FAFSA. If the data is accurate, your financial aid eligibility will be determined, and you will be notified of any financial aid awarded to you. If there are inconsistencies between the verification data you submit and the FAFSA reported data, the Financial Aid Office will make the necessary changes to your FAFSA and will proceed with any financial aid awarding as soon as corrected FAFSA results are received from the U.S. Department of Education. In some cases, we may need additional documentation from you to clarify information or make FAFSA corrections that cannot be made by the Financial Aid Office staff.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            How do I know if I was selected for verification?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            You will receive a copy of your Student Aid Report (SAR) once your FAFSA has been processed (3-5 days after you complete it). If you were selected for verification, there will be a message on your SAR stating that you were selected and instructing you to contact the Financial Aid Office. The Financial Aid Office will also send you a notification through your Gallaudet issued email with information related to the verification. The email will also contain the list of documents required to be submitted by you to complete the verification process. Do not ignore the email!

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            What happens if I do not provide the verification information requested?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Participation in the verification process is not optional. If the student does not provide the verification documentation, the student is not eligible for federal or state financial aid. The student is also ineligible for many forms of financial aid that Gallaudet may have to offer. So, please submit the requested verification information promptly to avoid a delay in the processing of your financial aid application.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            If I am selected for verification, what do I need to do?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            If your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) was selected for verification, participation in the verification process is mandatory and must occur before need-based Federal financial aid is disbursed. Every verification is different, with different requirements. The Office of Financial Aid will notify you through Gallaudet Email about which documents you need to complete. Verification CANNOT be completed without your assistance in providing the required documentation. Please check your Gallaudet email for an email from the Office of Financial Aid, which will give you a list of documents we need you to bring to us. Do not ignore the verification email from the Office of Financial Aid. If you have any questions, please stop by the Financial Aid Office for assistance or clarification.

                        

                    

                

                                                        
                    
                    
                        
                            What is Verification?

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                                                                                                                            Every academic year, students and their families apply for financial aid by submitting a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to help meet college expenses. This information is sent to the United States Department of Education. Sometimes, the U.S. Department of Education selects certain FAFSA’s for verification. Every school, including Gallaudet, is required to verify every student selected for verification before financial aid is disbursed to the student. There are many reasons why you could be selected for verification: 
	You can be chosen at random.
	Your FAFSA contains estimated information.
	Your FAFSA was incomplete.
	There were inconsistencies found in the information you provided on the FAFSA.
	Income reported is insufficient to support the household size.


Verification is not optional if you want to receive financial aid. The Financial Aid Office is not allowed to release federal aid to you if you have been selected for verification and have not completed it. If you are selected for verification, The Financial Aid Office will notify you by email and let you know what is needed to complete verification. It is essential to complete verification within 20 days of being notified. The Financial Aid Office may be required to verify the following items on your FAFSA:
	Adjusted Gross Income (parent and student, if the student is a dependent).
	Taxes Paid (parent and student, if the student is a dependent).
	Income Earned from Work (for non-tax filers).
	Certain Untaxed Income Items (parent and student, if the student is dependent).
	Household Size
	Number in College (excluding parents for a dependent student).
	Any other inconsistent or conflicting information.
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Last Name(Required) 

Subject(Required) 

I am a:(Required)Potential Student
Current Student
Alumni
Gallaudet Employee
Deaf Service Provider
Deaf Community Member
Other


Select what best describes your relationship to Gallaudet University so we can effectively route your email. 

Email(Required)
                            
                        

Message(Required)

hCaptcha(Required)

By submitting this form, I opt in to receive select information and deaf resources from Gallaudet University via email.

Email
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.
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