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    Overview
            
            To enhance the future of the deaf community, we must preserve its past. The National Deaf Life Museum serves as a beacon of progress and hope for deaf culture.

Founded by the late Jane Norman, Ph.D., a treasured Gallaudet University colleague, the museum serves to:

	Create public programming that reaches our campus, surrounding neighborhoods, diverse Washington, D.C. constituencies, as well as national and international audiences.
	Advocate for the open exchange of ideas about what it means to be deaf vs hearing with the local, national, and international communities.
	Provide national leadership in the presentation of deaf history and contemporary life of the deaf community.
	Host historical, linguistic, and cultural scholarship that serves the University and its visitors as a resource on deaf life and artistic expression.


Plan Your Visit!

Internships

The National Deaf Life Museum offers credit-earning internships to students in a variety of majors. Have your academic advisor contact Museum staff for more information.

Volunteering

Volunteer opportunities are available for students, alumni, and interested community members. Contact museum staff for more information about training as a docent and scheduling volunteer hours.

Class Visits

Students are always welcome in the museum, and we offer educational opportunities for professors who wish to bring their class as a group to learn about Gallaudet history and other programs the museum offers.

Classroom Lectures

Instructors wishing to have a guest speaker on the subjects of museum studies, exhibition design and writing, Gallaudet history, Deaf culture, and related topics are welcome to contact museum staff.

While we have developed plans for future exhibitions, the committee is always interested in suggestions. To impart your vision for an exhibition or new ways of reaching communities, please
        

    



				
				

				
				




				
				

    Donate

                                        
                
                    
                        
                            Be a Friend of the Museum
                        

                    

                    You can make a donation by writing a check or making a secure online donation. All donation proceeds go to the Gallaudet Museum Donations Fund. You can help by making a gift, either individually or through an alumni class. Gerald "Bummy" Burstein, Class of 1950,...


                    
                

            

                    
    





				
				

    Exhibits

    
        
    

        
            
                Andrew J. Foster Exhibit
            

        
        Andrew Jackson Foster was the first Black Deaf student to graduate from Gallaudet University after the Jim Crow era. Although he was allowed to enroll, the campus atmosphere was no less racist than the world outside it, and Foster's experiences with bullying spurred him to...


    



    

        
            
                Deaf HERstory Exhibit
            

        
        The Deaf HERstory exhibition by the National Deaf Life Museum was located at the Museum Annex - Weyerhaeuser Family Gallery area at the lower level at the Student Academic Center from the summer of 2015 until March 3, 2017. The exhibition was replaced by the...


    



    

        
            
                Deaf Peace Corps Exhibit
            

        
        The National Deaf Life Museum opened Making a Difference: Deaf Peace Corps Volunteers in the Weyerhaeuser Family Gallery and Exhibition Hall of the I. King Jordan Student Academic Center on Tuesday, October 25, 2010. Deaf Returned Peace Corps Volunteers with Peace Corps Director Aaron Williams....


    



    

        
            
                Gallaudet at 150 and Beyond Exhibit
            

        
        The National Deaf Life Museum at Gallaudet University (formerly Gallaudet University Museum) opened its permanent exhibition, Gallaudet at 150 and Beyond, on April 8, 2014, during the 150th Anniversary of President Abraham Lincoln's signing of the charter that established what would become Gallaudet University.


    



    

        
            
                History Through Deaf Eyes
            

        
        Gallaudet University created the "Deaf Eyes" project to bring deaf history to the public and expand understanding of U.S. history. The project is multi-faceted and includes the: Exhibition - History Through Deaf Eyes Documentary Film - Through Deaf Eyes Book - Through Deaf Eyes: A...


    



    

        
            
                Language, Culture, Communities
            

        
        This exhibit was on loan from the American School for the Deaf and the Connecticut Historical Society from January 29 to April 6, 2018, in the Linda K. Jordan Gallery at the Washburn Art Building. It was accessible in ASL, Spanish, and Braille. View our photo...


    



    

        
            
                Left Behind: HIV/AIDS and the Deaf Community
            

        
        This exhibition recounts the history of the HIV/AIDS crisis as it was experienced by the Deaf community.


    



    

        
            
                Olof Hanson Exhibit
            

        
        The National Deaf Life Museum's first exhibition, Olof Hanson, Conspicuous Leader (1862-1933), opened on October 22, 2009, and closed on October 1, 2011. The exhibition is now available online. The exhibit focused on the life of the deaf architect, advocate, and clergyman Olof Hanson. "The...


    



    

        
            
                The Life of Robert Panara Exhibit
            

        
        The Life of Robert Panara Exhibit is on loan from the Rochester Institute of Technology and the National Technical Institute of the Deaf, in collaboration with the Gallaudet University Archives. On March 8, 2016, Meredith Peruzzi, Manager, unveiled the temporary exhibit that is located in...


    



    

        
            
                Then and Now Exhibit
            

        
        The Then and Now exhibition was unveiled on April 8, 2014 along with the Gallaudet at 150 and Beyond and Andrew J. Foster: Missionary, Educator, and Advocate exhibitions, as part of Gallaudet University's sesquicentennial celebration. Then and Now exhibition was a rotating exhibit that was on...


    



    

        
            
                We Are Equal Exhibit
            

        
        The National Fraternal Society of the Deaf is a unique institution in American history. Founded in 1901, it continued for over 100 years as one of the strongest Deaf-run businesses ever established. Taking its name from the NFSD slogan, the Gallaudet University Museum exhibition "We...


    


    





    Programs

    
        
    

        
            
                Celebrating 150 Years!
            

        
        Photo by John Mason In October 2013, students from Michelle McAuliffe's Digital Photography class organized and documented a campus photo with people standing in 150 formations. Photographers Taylor Moser and John Mason captured the moment of jubilation as people signed "1 5 0" and then...


    



    

        
            
                Exhibits
            

        
        Gallaudet at 150 and Beyond History Through Deaf Eyes Language, Culture, Communities: 200 Years of Impact by the American School for the Deaf We Are Equal: The National Fraternal Society of the Deaf Deaf Difference + Space Survival The Life of Robert Panara, '45 &...
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                        What’s a TTY? What’s a TDD? What’s a relay system?

                        A TTY is basically the same thing as a TDD. The phrase TTY (or Teletype device) is how the deaf community used to refer to the extremely large machines they used to type messages back and forth over the phone lines. A TDD operates in...
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                        Plan Your Visit

                        We are pleased that you are planning to visit the National Deaf Life Museum at Gallaudet University. Our exhibits cover the rich history of Gallaudet University over its 150-year span, plus other feature narratives about Deaf history, culture, and language.
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                        National Deaf Life Museum Media

                        Gallaudet Museum Promo May 7, 2013 The Next Generation December 2013 Curator of Exhibition December 2013 Gallaudet at 150 and Beyond December 2013 Museum Grand Opening April 8, 2014 Holiday Message 2014 December 2014 Donate a Dollar Drive March 23, 2015 Deaf HERstory Grand Opening...
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                        Notes from the Museum Director and Curator Emerita

                        The story of our country's deaf and hard of hearing cultural community is an important part of the larger narrative that is United States history. Since Gallaudet University was founded in 1864 by an act of Congress, the University has served as the unofficial conservator...
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                        History

                        In 1856, Amos Kendall, a postmaster general during two presidential administrations, donated two acres of his estate in northeast Washington, D.C. to establish a school and housing for 12 deaf and six blind students. The following year, Kendall persuaded Congress to incorporate the new school,...
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                        Endorsements to the National Deaf Life Museum

                        Several Deaf associations have sent letters endorsing the National Deaf Life Museum (formerly Gallaudet University Museum) and its efforts toward developing exhibitions and programs. These letters reiterate the role of the museum and its diverse population. The Museum is indebted to these associations for their...
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                        Deaf Historical Resources

                        Gallaudet University - 150th Anniversary Deaf President Now - 25th Anniversary Deaf President Now Protest Deaf Studies Digital Journal Gallaudet University Archives Gallaudet University Archives Video Gallaudet University Press: Deaf History Gallaudet Video Catalog Gallery of Gallaudet University Diplomas History Through Deaf Eyes Exhibit Through...
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                        Deaf Museums and Exhibitions

                        Museum of Deaf History, Arts, & Culture Dyer Arts Center Alice Cogswell Heritage House (American School for the Deaf) Arkansas School for the Deaf Bjorlee Museum, Maryland School for the Deaf Burney Fishback Museum, Missouri School for the Deaf Florida School for the Deaf and...
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                        About the National Deaf Life Museum

                        The Museum committee and staff have developed plans for future exhibitions, but we are always open to your ideas. Feel free to approach anyone on the Museum Committee to share your vision of an exhibition or new ways to reach an audience. The Office of...
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                        Deaf Leader from Nepal Visits Gallaudet Deaf leader from Nepal visits Gallaudet Amos Kendall, a former parishioner of Calvary Baptist Church celebrates 150 Years News story from the World Federation of the Deaf relating to Gallaudet Museum Honorary Co-Chairs Jack R. and Rosalyn Lee Gannon...
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                        National Deaf Life Museum
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                        First Name(Required) 

Last Name(Required) 

Subject(Required) 

I am a:(Required)Potential Student
Current Student
Alumni
Gallaudet Employee
Deaf Service Provider
Deaf Community Member
Other


Select what best describes your relationship to Gallaudet University so we can effectively route your email. 

Email(Required)
                            
                        

Message(Required)

hCaptcha(Required)

By submitting this form, I opt in to receive select information and deaf resources from Gallaudet University via email.

Name
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.
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