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Our goal from the beginning was not
only that Meghan would learn to read,
but that she would also enjoy reading.
We never focused on just one method.
Instead we tried different varieties of
the different methods. When Meghan
enjoyed what we did, we kept doing it,
but when she did not enjoy it we would
stop. We found different ideas from
magazines, books, and talking with
teachers.

Our home is full of books. Our
whole family enjoys reading and our dif-
ferent tastes can be seen in our books.
We have baby books, picture books, easy
readers, Caldecott books, Newberry
books, ALA Booklists, and Horn books.
We have fiction, fact, historical, science
fiction, fantasy, horror, self-help, and
cookbooks. We buy books at stores and
pick them up at garage sales and swaps.
Meghan and her sister and brothers buy

books through the Scholastic and Troll
book clubs at school. We give books 
as gifts. 

As soon as our children could spell
their names, we got them each a library
card. We fill a shopping bag with books
on our visits to the library. During the
summer, we use the library’s reading
incentive program, counting the num-
ber of books read and getting prizes
based on that number. 

We were really not sure how we
would transition from picture books to
chapter books when Meghan was first
learning to read. With the help of the
Shared Reading Project, we got some
good hints. At first we read along with
Meghan. At school she was reading
Charlotte’s Web and her teacher really
made her feel confident that bigger
books could be read. 

At home we started with The Boxcar
Children because I remembered loving
that book’s mystery and excitement
when I was Meghan’s age. We would
read a little each night and then talk
about what we read. For example, we
talked about the ages of the kids and
how Meghan was the same age as one
of the characters. The next night we
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A
would review what had happened
before starting on the next chapter. It
was also a time when Meghan and I
were alone together. There were no
interruptions allowed! I would not
answer the phone or let the other chil-
dren interrupt us. That was really hard
to do with four kids! Sometimes
Meghan would get started reading the
chapter without me so I would ask her
what had happened so far and then we
would go from there. I would use a lot
of expression with my comments about
events in the story and would encour-
age Meghan to do the same.

I am interested in genealogy and
often talk about my grandparents and
how things were different when they
were children. This sparked Meghan’s
interest in history, so we got The Little
House in the Big Woods. It was a wonder-
ful story. If there was something that
was hard to explain, such as using a
pig’s bladder for a balloon, I would go
to the library to find information on
pig’s anatomy and show Meghan so
that she could visualize the idea. We
followed the series next with Farmer
Boy, which had a lot of emphasis on
food. So we tried some of the recipes
and to this day the kids still eat their
pancakes with butter and brown sugar
for a special treat just like in Farmer Boy.

As we read this series, we would pull
out maps and follow the trail of the
Ingalls family. Each day, we would make
various comments about the story. We
would talk about how Laura had only
one doll and then we would count how
many dolls Meghan had. If I happened
to be washing clothes, I would say how
happy I was because I did not have to
do the wash outside or that I did not
have to make my own soap.

As time went on, Meghan grew
more comfortable reading. Still I
would read the same chapter that she
was reading and then we would discuss
it. For a time, Meghan was curious
about why children misbehave so
much, so we found A Christmas Pageant
to read. It was funny and I would make
remarks like, “Aren’t you happy that
Alice is not with you!” or “Did you get

that bruise from one of the Herman
Kids?” or “You’d better not start swear-
ing!” We would talk about how it must
be hard not having a dad at home and
having a mom who had to work a lot.

Of course this meant that I had to
read a lot of children’s books. But the
children’s books today seem better
than children’s books when I was grow-
ing up, so I didn’t feel it was a burden.
When Meghan would get fixated on
the same genre, I would add a differ-
ent book to her pile and start reading
it. Then I would tell her a little about
it to catch her interest. Many times her
older siblings would join in the conver-
sation since they also would read the
book. Some books were easier reads
than others, but I never felt a book was
too young for her. We often revisited
books that we had already read and
that now felt like old friends. We
learned something new each time.
When picking out books, I would look
for a synopsis to see if they had some-
thing that would interest Meghan. Her
brothers and sister also recommend
books. I’ve always felt that if the book
received an award, there must be
something good in it. 

Although Meghan has been reading
on her own for a while now, I still read
the books she is reading—especially
when she likes them. We launch con-
stant searches to find out who in the
house has which copy and try to steal a
few minutes with the book before
someone else lays claim to it. Some
books are “skim reads,” as we seek out
specific information. But if a book
becomes a favorite, as Harry Potter was,
it is important to read it all so that
when the discussions take place we
really know what we’re talking about.

Meghan also had a journal that she
kept on her bed stand. She would write
something and then her Dad or I
would write back before the next
night. We wrote about the cats and
their amusing behavior or why we had
a good or a bad day. Sometimes my
husband did a weather update so
Meghan could pick out appropriate
clothes. Sometimes he wrote about cur-

rent events and what they meant.
When she visited her grandparents,
they kept up the diary, writing ques-
tions, thoughts, concerns, and plans
throughout the day. It was especially
nice because when we came to pick
her up, Meghan’s diary provided a
good idea of what had happened dur-
ing her visit. Now we are working on
our family history, matching up family
stories with pictures and putting
together a scrapbook.

We also subscribe to a different
magazine for each of our four chil-
dren. We end up reading each other’s
magazines of course, but each child
gets to have at least one subscription
that comes in his or her name. Right
now we have National Geographic,
American Girl, Jump, Jr. National
Geographic, Taste of Home, Boys’ Life,
Cat’s Health Newsletter, Reader’s Digest,
and Kids Discover.

The daily newspaper is also impor-
tant. We share our favorite comics usu-
ally at the breakfast table or at the bus
stop. Ann Landers is also read in the
morning. We don’t always read the
whole paper with Meghan, but if there
is a story she would be interested in,
we point it out. Also, her grandparents
send articles for her to read that they
cut out of their local paper.

When we cook, we read recipes,
decide what we should make, and 
find out if we have all the ingredients
needed.

We don’t limit television, but we try
not to watch it too much. We always
have the captions on and if there is a
show that isn’t captioned someone
interprets it for Meghan. We rent
movies based on books read and discuss
how they are different from the books.

Meghan constantly sees all of us
reading, so she knows that we value
and enjoy it immensely. The whole
family reads, so reading is not just an
activity that she pursues by herself. In
our house, reading is a family affair.  �
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